English IV AP – The Iliad - James, Janis, Jimi… We Hardly Knew Ye

Concept:  Having recently analyzed A. E. Housman’s To an Athlete Dying Young, we discussed the advantages of an early and glorious death versus a long and mediocre life.  This theme of young glory continues to reverberate throughout the 20th Century.  Many modern sociologists have accused us of being a youth obsessed culture.  The famous line… Live fast, die young, and leave a good-looking corpse was first uttered by the actor John Derek in the 1949 film Knock on Any Door.  

Many of our iconic figures in the past fifty years… James Dean, Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, Marilyn Monroe, Kurt Cobain, Heath Ledger… have been practitioners of this concept.

Assignment:  Select, research, and write about a modern figure that you believe has achieved greater fame and glory due to leaving this earth at a young age.  Some psychologists claim that when we freeze this individual in time, they take on greater significance.  For example, after winning his third heavyweight championship, Bob Dylan urges Mohammed Ali to stay Forever Young.
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